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friendly natives—children, seniors, teens, dogs,
and even cats. Their familiarity and relaxed,
casy-going ways seemed to set the tone for visi-

) | brief weekend visit, Santa Fe can
", get under your skin. Maybe it's

- the cerulean blue skies and the in-

~ describable mingling of pinks and
violets that gather over the horizon every eve-
ning. Or the rich, deep, earthy colors—the pink
adobe, the ecru arroyos, the blood-red mesas in
the distance, or the glittering gold of the quak-
ing aspens in the fall.

Perhaps it’'s because you feel immersed
in and surrounded by art—and not just the
extraordinary sculpture, painting, crafts, and
architecture that are around every corner in
this capital city. (Santa Fe is the third largest art
market in the world, with alluring museums
and some of the country’s finest galleries.) The
more enticing artfulness is in the everyday and
the everywhere: the tableaux of nature, the dec-
orative dress preferred by many of the locals, the
aesthetics of the interior design, or the way in
which the staple of the local cuisine—the hum-
ble chile—is treated as art, strung on ristras and
hung by doorways. Then again, it could be the
food itself—that fiery Northern New Mexican

cuisine that at first brings tears to your eyes and
seems to stop your heart, but which soon leaves
you craving It.

Surely the locals, with their friendly, unhurried
manner and their disarming serenity have some-
thing to do with it. Or maybe it's merely the shock-
ingly bright sun or the altitude, both of which can
leave you dazed, dizzy, and disoriented.

Whatever the source of the spell, you can be sure that San-
ta Fe isn’t called the “City Different” without good reason. Be-
cause there’s something deeply satisfying about this bewitching
Southwestern melting pot, and if it gets under your skin, it
may haunt you. It did me. I passed through some years ago
on a cross-country trip and couldn't get it out of my mind.
So powerful was its pull that I was compelled to pack up and
move there. I left after several years, but the image of the city
remained stamped in my brain. Still, when we visited on a re-
cent trip afteravery long absence, it was clear that ['d forgotten

how completely captivating Santa Fe is.
You could easily spend several weeks here without over-

shooting your interest or seeing half of what the city h‘a:.; to
offer. But if you've never been here before, a weekend visit is
just right. You'll get the Aavor of this :E*nch:mring place and still
get home before it has a powerful effect on you.

We arrived in Santa Fe at the time when it appears to be
most magical: late afternoon bordering on twilight. Plan tc-} do
‘he same—arrive early afternoon on Friday and head straight
for the historic Plaza. The lifeblood of this centuries-old
pueblo since 1610, it’s the perfect place to start a high-desert
weekend and get into the spirit of Santa Fe. We found the
Plaza well used that afternoon by a crowd composed mostly of
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tors, telling them to slow down, relax, listen to
the music, dance with the locals, play with the
dogs, and sing with the children. We climbed
the stairs of the Ore House and took a table on
the balcony overlooking the Plaza and the 5t.
Francis Cathedral. With nachos and margaritas,
we watched the festivities in the square below
and the motorcycles cruising its perimeter.

Try these suggestions for a 48-hour itinerary
that will give you a taste of Santa Fe. It's worth
the extra price you'll pay to stay in one of the
more interesting and uniquely Santa Fean lodg-

ings in the historic downtown/Plaza area—such
as La Fonda, The Inn of the Anasazi, The Inn
at Loretto, or Inn on the Alameda—and spend

most of your non-riding time on foot.

The best way to divide your weekend? Plan
on a day in town and a day riding. On Saturday,
explore the city on foot, and on Sunday, head
for the hills. Spend the better part of the day on
two wheels, riding the stunning high country.
No doubt, you'll want to return for a longer trip.
There’s a lot more city to see, and these are only
two of a host of tempting rides in the region.
(Look for more about both in future issues.)
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Start the day with a delicious breakfast at Cafe
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& DPasqual’s, a very charming restaurant just south

of the Plaza on Don Gaspar. Try the whole
wheat pancakes or, if youre very hungry, the Huevos Motu-
lenos (eggs over easy on corn tortillas with black beans topped
with sauteéd bananas, feta cheese, and green peas, with green
chile or tomatillo salsa. But be sure to get there early. It’s the
most popular spot in town in the morning, and the line tends
to go out far out the door. Another hot spot for breakfast or
coffee and a pastry is the French Bakery, next to the landmark
hotel, La Fonda, on southeastern corner of the Plaza. Equally
good is Tia Sophias on West San Francisco Street, where you're
likely to find the local workers enjoying a traditional New
Mexican green chile breakfast.

Then wander the Plaza and absorb some local color and cul-
ture: Explore the Palace of the Governors—the oldest public
building in the United States. Take in an exhibit or two at one
of the fascinating museums in and around the square. A good
place to start is just around the corner from La Fonda—art the
[nstitute of American Indian Arts Museum. Visit the nearby
St. Francis Cathedral before turning back toward Palace Street
and walking east to the Museum of Fine Arts. Go farther west,
turn right on Grant, and at Johnson Street you'll find the jewel
of Santa Fe Museums—the Georgia O’Keeffe Museum, where
you can easily get lost for several hours.

You'll hind dozens of interesting cafes and restaurants for



lunch, but sample the spots that locals as well as tourists adore.
For some of the best New Mexican food, wander into La Fon-
da and its colorful, sun-drenched La Plazuela, just oft the lobby.
Our choices—mango gazpacho and crab cakes—were superb.
Anther favorite lunch spot is The Shed, tucked into a court-
yard off East Palace Avenue. The Cold Red Raspberry Soup is
out of the ordinary, and the green chile stew and the posole (a
pueblo stew with chile, pork, and Nixtamal corn) are among
the best in town. It’s a bit more of a hike and you may have to
fight the crowds of local workers, but you'll get a great burrito
along with a tasty sopaipilla (a puffy, deep-friend pastry served
with honey) that you can wash down with a great margarira.
(Take it easy on the alcohol, though, if you're adjusting to the
altitude. It's a good idea to drink lightly, especially the first day,

and be sure to get enough water.)
If you haven't had your fill of art, work off your lunch by

walking in the Old Santa Fe Trail area. You'll see what's said to
be the oldest house in America; the “miraculous” spiral stair-
case at the Loretto Chapel; and the Barrio de Analco on and
around East De Vargas Street. Settled in the early 1600s, its a
colorful neighborhood lined with historic adobe homes. Then

walk or ride up famed Canyon Road and explore the galleries,

stopping to cool your heels and get a coffee or a cold drink at
one of several cafes along the way.

As it gets close to twilight, find your way back toward the
Plaza and grab a seat at one of the outdoor cafes or cantinas,
preterably one that looks down on the city. From one of these
pleasant perches you can watch the evening sky take on its
colors and cast a glow on the mountains and the architecture.
Among the best spots: the Bell Tower at La Fonda, Coyote
Cafe & Cantina on West Water Street, and the Ore House
on the Plaza.

Locals tend to favor one of two restaurants for a very
special dinner: Geronimo on Canyon Road, or Santacafe on
Washington Avenue, just a block and half from the Plaza. (Res-
ervations are recommended for both.) More down to earth but
equally exquisite is the food at El Farol, Santa Fe's oldest res-
taurant and cantina near the top of Canyon Road. It’s a popu-
lar spot with motorcyclists, who come not only to taste Chef
James Campbell Caruso’s impressive menu of tapas dishes, but
;.1150 to rub elbows with Santa Feans and listen to live music
in an authentically New Mexican night spot. For something a
little more romantic, try La Casa Sena, where you can dine on
a landscaped patio on Sena Plaza off Palace Avenue.




[t’s not Broadway, but there’s plenty of nightlite in Santa Fe.
The Lensic Performing Arts Center, a lavishly restored, historic
Hovie theatre, now offers programs in all the arts. On summer
nights, listen to music under the stars at the Paolo Soleri Ampi-
theater (on the grounds of the Santa Fe Indian School), where
there’s always a major recording artist on the schedule. For
something a little more of the sawdust-and-shells-on-the-Hloor
variety, try Evangelos on East Palace Avenue, where you can
shoot pool or talk to motorcyclists at the bar. At the opposite
end of the spectrum, for an unforgettable evening, get tickets
to the Santa Fe Opera. Even if you don't like opera! The setting
is 5pccmcular, and the stage is a window onto the sky and the
Sountains. At dusk, the performance of lights in nature is as
compelling as the opera itself, and you may see the moon rise

‘0 the middle of La Traviata.

For a quick breakfast before your ride, stop at one of the spots
less traveled by tourists. You'll have a great breakfast, but you'll
et fed and on your way more quickly than you might on or

sround the Plaza. Head for the Quadalupe District, a few
hlocks southeast of the Plaza. On one side of Guadalupe Street




is the Zia Diner, 2 retro-style eatery with good food, and
across the street is the Cowgirl Hall of Fame, where you
can eat your huevos rancheros outside on the patio. (If
youre in the market for Southwestern furniture or decora-
tive art, stop in at the Design Center, one block away be-
tween Sandoval and Santa Fe's main street, Cerrillos Road.
Another place where locals go for a great breakfast in a

homey, unpretentious atmosphere is Tecolote (The Owl),
farther west on Cerrilos.

There’s unbeatable riding in Northern New Mexico,
and once you get a taste of it, you'll certainly want to re-
turn for some longer excursions and loop trips. As a pre-
view of those good things to come, try one of these two
day-rides from Santa Fe.

The Jemez Mountain Trail is a one-day loop trip that
shows off some of the finest scenery in Northern New
Mexico, from the dramatic rugged heights of White Rock
Overlook to the graceful sweeping fields of a collapsed vol-
canic crater. It offers a window on history and culture that
sees into centuries: You'll see the excavated and partially
restored ruins of an ancient civilization and, in contrast,
the research laboratory that forever changed the world in
1945. "There’s much to see on this ride, so get an early

start.

From Santa Fe, take U.S. route 285/84 north to Po-
joaque, and N.M. 502 west toward Los Alamos to N.M. 4,
which takes you through the communirty of White Rock to
the White Rock Overlook—a premier sport climbing area
with dramatic views of the Rio Grande below. Then, re-
turn to N.M. 4 and continue to Bandelier National Monu-

the Ceremonial Cave—an underground hollow made into a
religious kiva by the Anasazi. Both sites are accessible by an
casy two-mile hike.

Back on N.M. 4, follow the signs to Los Alamos and the
Bradbury Science Museum—the home of the Los Alamos Na-
tional Laboratory. There are three fascinating galleries with in-
formation about the lab’s research and its role in the defense of
the United States, some of which provides insight into the se-
cret Manhattan Project that produced the first atomic bomb.

As you continue on the ride, the Jemez trail begins a
steady climb in elevation into a densely forested region before
it emerges into one of the world’s largest calderas. The third
stop on the tour is known as the Valle Grande—a vast, Howing
meadow that is the remains of the collapsed crater of a three-

million-year-old volcano.
Next is the Jemez Springs, called the “Place of the Boil-

ing Waters” by the ancient Towa people. You can stop for a
quick soak at the Jemez Springs Bath House, a Victorian-cra
establishment now owned and operated by the village of Je-
mez Springs. It’s a great place to take advantage of the hot

mineral water, and, perhaps, pamper yourself by getting a
massage from a licensed therapist before you get back on the
road.

The final stop is Coronado State Monument, named for
Spanish Conquistador Francisco Vasquez de Coronado, who
was thought to have camped in the vicinity of this site in 1540
while searching for the fabled Seven Cities of Cibola. Although
rumors about hidden gold persist to this day, you won't find
much evidence of Coronado’s stay. What you will find, how-
ever, are the partially-reconstructed ruins of the Kuaua Pueblo,
abandoned at the end of the sixteenth century. They feature
some of the finest examples of pre-contact mural art excavated
from the 1930 archeological dig.

From Coronado, you can return to Santa Fe by way of
Highway 25. Once back in town, for a change of pace from
the hot and spicy New Mexican flavors, relax over a meal
at Pranzo ltalian Grill near Sanbusco Market Center in the
Guadalupe District southwest of the Plaza. Or, if you just can't
get enough chile, go straight to Maria’s New Mexican Kitchen,
off the beaten track on West Cordova Road.

Then, cap off your Santa Fe experience with a visit to one of
its most special places—pertect following a day-long ride and
satisfying meal. Take a ride toward Santa Fe’s Ski Basin to Ten

Thousand Waves, a Zen-inspired spa that resembles a Japanese
onsen. In addition to private and communal hot baths, there
are saunas and cold plunges, and you can get different types of
massages and soothing spa treatments. Although most people
visit Ten Thousand Waves by the day, you can arrange to stay
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in its luxurious accommodations. It’s not just another spa

an experience. Don't miss it.

SANTA FE TRIP TICKET

ment, the second point of interest on the loop. Named for
nineteeth-century anthropologist Adolph lhr{clclicr, r.hc
park encircles the ancestral ruins of Frijoles Canyon, in-
cluding the two-storied [yuony? Pueblo—an apartment-
like arrangement of rooms around a central arena, and
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21 Al Visitors generally fly into Albuquerque and take
Santa Fe Shutde, www.santafeshuttle.com, or Twin Hearts




Lxpress, www.twinheartsexpress.com. com * Ore House on the Plaza, www.orchouseontheplaza.com
5V CROUND: Youcangetto Albuquerqueandtoatown called  « Pranzo Iualian Grill, www.pranzo-italiangrill.com ¢ Santa
Lamy, just outside of Santa Fe, by Amtrak train. www.amtrak.,  cafe, www.santacafe.com ¢ The Shed, www.stshed.com
com ¢ MOTORCYCLE RENTAL Santa Fe: Eaglerider, www.  Tesuque Village Market, 505.988.8848 « Tia Sophias,
eaglerider.com/locations/santate.html « Albuquerque  505.983.9880 =+ Tomasitas, 505.983.5721 « Geronimo,
Thunderbird Harley-Davidson, www.thunderbirdhd.com ¢  505.982.1500 ¢ Tecolote Cafe 505.988.1362 » Zia diner,

SEST TIME TO GO It’s beautiful in any season, although  www.ziadiner.com ¢-» LODGING Ifyou're looking for some-
be prepared for snow anytime from October to April. Christ-  thing exotic and extravagant, try the Inn of the Five Graces,
mas in Santa Fe is worth braving the weather for. ¢ DON'T  www.fivegraces.com. Travelers’ favorites include Inn on the
MISS Museum of Fine Arts, www.museumofnewmexico.  Alameda, www.inn-alameda.com * Inn of the Anasazi, www.
org The Georgia O’ Keeffe Museum, www.okeeffemuseum.  innoftheanasazi.com + Inn and Spa at Loretto, www.
org * The Santa Fe Opera, www.santafeopera.org ¢ OTHEK  innatloretto.com * La Posada de Santa Fe Resort & Spa, www.

ATTRACTIONS ‘The St. Francis Cathedral, 505.982.5619 ¢ rockresorts.com ¢ La Fonda, www.lafondasantafe.com = Sr.
The Institute of American Indian Arts Museum, www.iaia.edu Francis Hotel, www.hotelstfrancis.com. If youre on a more
« The Wheelwright Museum of the American Indian, www.  modest budget, Cerrillos Road has plenty of chain motels and
wheelwright.org * El Rancho de Las Golondrinas, a Span-  a handful of budget inns such as the Silver Saddle Motel, www.
ish Colonial living history museum, www.golondrinas.org *  motelsantafe.com, or the Santa Fe Budget inn, www.santa fe
Bradbury Science Museum, www.lanl.gov/museum *  budgetinn.com ¢ SHOPPING If you're looking for jew-
Bandelier Nartional Park, mvw.nps.gﬂv/hand/ ° JEH]E‘I Springs clry, Native American Crafts, fine art, FUI‘I]i[LlI‘L‘, southwestern
Bath House, www.jemezspringsbathhouse.com « Coronado  clothing, and decorative arts, you'll find it throughout the
State Monument, www.n['m.gnv/cum/ D city, especially at the Plaza, Canyon Road, Sanbusco Market,
INDULGENCES Ten Thousand Waves, a Japanese spa with and the Design Center. On Fridays thmugh Sunda}fs, out
private and communal tubs, waturﬁllls._ saunas, fmd fUld on Highway 25 near the Santa Fe Opera you'll find one of
plunges, Wkﬂ#’.l'L'l][l‘ll}l]Hil[]dl‘.’il%’t‘ﬂ.{:[}[]? ¢ N : HILIFE Cow- t!u: best Hea markets in the country, The Pueblo of lesuque
oirl Hall of Fame, s()s‘t}gg_%ﬁ(ﬁ » Lvangelos, '3[‘}‘3.‘)?32})0]4 Flea Market, (formerly Trader Jack’s) open 8 a.m.-4 p.m. If
. Il Farol, www.elfarolsantafe.com = Lensic Performing Arts — you head out that way, be sure to stop at the Tesuque Village
Theatre, www.lensic.com = Paolo Soleri (at the Santa Fe Indian  Market for breakfast, lunch or dinner, open 7 days, 7 1.m.-9
School), 505.989.6318 = The Santa e Opera, www.santale — p.m. (10 p.m. in summer), 505.988.8848 ¢

[.)pcm.tlrg ¢y DININ Cafe I’Jbllllill‘h, www.p.l'-;t_]lhllbi,f:l_m‘l . Santa Fe KO;L www.santafekoa e Santa Fe Skies RV Park
Cowgirl Hall of Fame, 505.982.2565 « Coyote Cate & Roof-  www.santafeskiesrvpark.com « Santa Fe National Forest, www
afe.come ElFarol,www.elfarolsantafe.  publiclands.org ¢ > Access Santa Fe, www.accesssantafe

top ¢ antina, Www.coyotec
‘ 1 : { O/ : i « Senc &t v o B | = | ! LN VIR —y .
com *® French Pastry Shop, 505.983.6697+ LaCase Sena, www. Qs | Kiowe Misches Toiisstion Deparmment, wwe,

lacasena.com ¢ La Plazuela, La Fonda, www.latondasantate.  state.mn.us » Santa Fe Convention and Visitors Bureau, www

com * Marias New Mexican Kitchen, www.marias-santafe. mnmi‘u.nrg



